an. 3, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Board of Trade Journal... 


Vol. XXXII] January 8, 1901. [No. 214, 


All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C.; 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow to Messrs. John Menzies & Co.; 
and in Dublin to Messrs. Hodges, Figgis & Co., Limited. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 12 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 50—55. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. | 
CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Enquiries trade received at the ee egy 

Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
Telating to Trade. i vformation may be obtained. 


. Home Enquiries—A London firm ask to be placed in communi- 
cation with Nova Scotia dealers in, and shippers of, salted and 
dried cod fish, packed in drums of 128 lbs. each. 


Canadian Enquiries—The names of leading salt) manufacturers, 
or large shippers of salt, are asked for by a Canadian firm. 

Enquiry is made for names of importers of maple wood rollers 
by a Canadian firm engaging in the manufacture of these articles. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 


Enquiries Curator of which Section further icular 
particulars 
relating to Trade. may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—An Irish firm asks to be placed in communi- 
cation with Canadian producers of curled hair. 
A 
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A Scotch firm wishes for the names of Canadian manufacturers 
of wood wool. 

A Liverpool firm desires addresses of Canadian manufacturers 
of wooden broom and other handles. 


Canadian Enquiries—The owner of a developed asbestos property 
situated in the province of Quebec invites correspondence from 
persons interested in purchase of same. 

A communication has been received from a firm in the Bay of 
Chaleurs to the effect that they are in a position to ship hardwood 
dimension timber by sailing vessel. 


SARAWAK. 

A correspondent of the “ London and China Telegraph” of the 
Openings for 24th ult. writes as follows from Sarawak:— 
Ps, acer <a “Cannot English merchants give us the 

mecien Gatien Ge benefit of more goods of English manufacture ? 

PS, >" German goods seem to be ousting the more 
durable product of English make. English lamps are getting rare ; 
and unless we send to Singapore, we must be content with flimsy 
things that soon become a misery to their owners. English tools, 
too, have mostly disappeared, in favour of very inferior German 
substitutes.” 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the Agent- 
Tenders for General for South Australia, a notification to the 
White Cotton effect that tenders will be received at the Supply 
Waste. and Tender Board Office, Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock 
- p.m. of Tuesday, 26th February, 1901, for the 
supply and delivery at the Public Stores, Port Adelaide, during a 
period of two years from the 30th June next, of 184 tons white 
cotton waste for the Locomotive Department, to standard sample, 

which can be seen at the Public Stores, Port Adelaide. 

The above 184 tons are to be delivered in quarterly instalments 
of 23 tons, the first instalment to be delivered within 12 weeks 
from date of acceptance of tender. 

All consignments are to remain in the possession of the Depart- 
ment for a period of 14 days before being weighed. In the event of 
any failure of the contractor to supply the waste at the time specified, 
it will be procured at such time and from such place as the Supply 
and Tender Board may determine, and the additional cost (if any) 
beyond the contract price will be charged to the contractor. Any 
irregularity in the quantity or quality of the supplies, or any delay 
in delivering or replacing them when required, will subject the con- 
tractor to the loss of his contract and forfeiture of the deposit. 

If any difference shall arise with the contractor as to whether 
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any waste rejected was of equal quality to the contract standard 
sample, or according to contract, such difference shall be sub- 
mitted by the contractor in writing to the Supply and Tender 
Board, and the decision of the said Board shall be final and 
binding. Should the said Board find it necessary to refer the 
dispute to an expert, the. expense of such reference shall fall on the 
contractor if the decision is against him. 

Forms of tender can be obtained at the Supply and Tender 
Board Office, Adelaide, and from the Chief Storekeeper, Public 
Stores, Port Adelaide, where the sample may also be seen. 


No tender will be recognised unless on the proper printed form. 


Tenders should be indorsed “ Tender for cotton waste.” 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 501. as 
security for the fulfilment of the contract. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


ST. HELENA. 


In the report for 1899 on the Colony of St. Helena, recently 
A Fishe received at the Colonial Office, it is stated 
ane oo that with the increased garrison and the great 

adi number of prisoners of war, a large quantity of 
fish, which is plentiful enough in the sea, could profitably be 
disposed of daily were the people energetic enough to catch them. 

The Governor states that he has always advocated a fishery 

company to be worked by English capital and labour, and had 

such a one been started as projected in 1896-1897 it would have 
been reaping a golden harvest just now, both in salted and fresh 
fish. 


The same report states that it is hoped that several works of public 
utility and necessity will be carried out during 

Public Works. the current year, such as the erection of a new 
crane and a new road to the west end of the 

wharf, so as to enable the town refuse to be shot into the sea in the 
run of the westerly current, instead of into the bend of the 


harbour, as at present, where it constitutes a grave nuisance, 


The Governor also expresses the belief that when the new barracks 

— are finished it would pay a small company to 

erect plant for lighting Ladder Hill 

; town by the electric light, worked by windmills. 

There is always a steady wind from the South East Trades,—only 
nine days were calm during the year under report (1899). 

Lighting by kerosine oil is not only faulty but expensive, and 

Jamestown is almost in the dark, the lamps are so poor. 
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RUSSIA. 


The following enquiry has been. received by the British Com- 
mercial Agent in Russia, from whom further information may be 
obtained. All communications should be addressed to Mr. Henry 
Cooke, British Commercial Agent, 88, Petrovski Boulevard, 
Moscow :— 


A Moscow firm asks for catalogues of apparatus or appliances, 
large and small, for making ice, for use, among 


Ice-Making 
Apparatus or other purposes, in summer villas, &c. 


Appliances. 


SWEDEN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
: from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, stating that 
a tenders are invited by the Swedish Recoemeans, 
y not later than the 10th inst., at noon, for the 
supply of steel rails, fish plates, and tongues (points) for the State 
Railways during 1901. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 


The following enquiry has been received by H.M. Consul in Stettin, 
from whom further information may be 
Grindstones. obtained. All communications should be 
addressed to Mr. Ralph Bernal, H.B.M.-Consul, 

Stettin :— 

A firm in the neighbourhood of Stettin desire the names 
of manufacturers of British grindstones. The stones are required 
unmounted and are to be suitable for smiths’, machinery makers’ 
and wheelwrights’ use; sizes from 60 to 150 centim. in diameter, 
and § to 14 centim. in thickness. Prices, c.i.f. and packing at 
Stettin in German currency. The order would amount to about 
10 tons. 


ITALY. 


According to a notice in the New York “ Journal of Commerce ” 
of 6th December last, the Italian Government 
New Electric 


Railwa has granted a concession to the Mediterranean 
y- Railway Company for the construction of an 
electric railway from Sampierdarena, near Genoa, to Rome. A 
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large and powerful electric eentral plant will be built for the 
purpose at Sampierdarena, It is further stated that the 
Mediterranean Railway Company will purchase 23 electric loco- 
motives for this new line. 


ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Roumanian Ministry 
of Agriculture, a communication stating that 
Sale of Timber. they are desirous of receiving tenders for the 
purchase of timber in the State Domains. The 

trees for sale are :— 

1. About 192,455 oak trees, of a diameter of 45 centimetres 
(1 ft. 5% in.) or more, measured at 1 metre 30 centimetres (4 ft. 
3 in.) above the ground. 

2. A guaranteed number of 25,557 oak trees, of a less diameter 
than 45 centimetres (1 ft. 5} in.) measured at 1 metre 30 centi- 
metres (4 ft. 3 ins.) above the ground. 

5. A guaranteed number of 6,892 other trees, ashes, elms, horn- 
beams, Ko. of various diameters. 

Tenders will be opened at 10 a.m, on 28th January at the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Bucharest. Conditions of tender, &c., 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 


5 


CRETE. 


The “ Revue d’Orient ” of 10th ult. publishes the following parti- 
, culars concerning public works projected in 
Projected Crete :-— 
Public Works. 
1. Railways.—The Cretan Government has 
decided on the construction of narrow gauge railways (one metre) 
of a length of about 100 kiloms. (62 miles), to serve the plains of 
Messara, the central point being the town of Héraclée. The con- 
cession is for 90 to 100 years, and the interest on the capital 
expended in the construction of the line will be guaranteed. 

There have béen some demands for mining concessions (galena 
and coal) by agents of French and Greek companies, of the 
Laurium mines, but these concessions cannot be exploited until 
the means of communication are improved. 

2. Waterworkss—The Municipal Council of Canea has under 
consideration a project to supply the town with drinking water. 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE PERSIAN GULF 
PORTS AND MASKAT.* 

The following table, based on statistics furnished by H.M. 
Consul-General at Bushire and on the reports of the Persian 
Gulf Political Agency, shows the value of the import and export 
trade of the Persian Gulf ports for the year 1899 as compared with 
the two previous years :— 


Trade of the Persian Gulf. 


Imports. | Exports. 
Ports. 
1897. 1898, 1899. | 1897. 1898, 1899. 
£ £ £ 
Bunder-Abbas— 
India... «--| 283,778 | 338,415 | 435,261 119,166 | 111,620 | 105,748 
United Kingdom) 64,517 83,322 86,197 1,493 730 1,387 
Other countries ..| 33,267 | 27,642 | 24,054 | 110,122 | 74,302 | 95,097 
Total ...; 381,562 | 449,879 | 545,512 || 230,781 | 186,652 | 202,232 
Lingah— 
India... e+| 287,502 | 346,555 | 306,089 || 266,894 | 284,174 | 264,947 
United Kingdom 584 410 ae 3,056 | 2,881 3,663 
Other countries +) 294,386 | 294,256 | 305,536 || 278,514 | 284,415 | 283,375 
Total, ...| 582,472 | 641,221 | 611,625 548,464 | 571,470 | 551,985 
Bushire— 
India... 208,503 | 230,522 | 224,860 75,798 72,522 95,273 


United Kingdom| 773,883 | 401,637 | 441,922 || 96,855 | 115,471 | 78,308 
Other countries ..| 162,943 | 211,303 ; 249,746 | 219,379 | 238,728 | 355,767 


Total _ .../1,145,329 | 843,462 | 916,528 || 392,532 | 426,721 } 529,348 


Mohammerah-—- 
India... e+, 63,607 79,844 87,032 13,884 14,970 21,621 
United Kingdom) 29,616 53,869 74,189 19,443 8.394 11,073 
Other countries... 28,184 22,716 41,271 8,281 9,597 26,590 


121,407 | 156,429 | 202,492 87,473 32,961 59,284 


Total 


Total of above Ports 
India... .-.| 843,390 | 995,336 |1,053,242 || 475,742 | 483,286 | 487,589 
United Kingdom} 868,600 | 539,238 | 602,308 || 120,847 | 127,476 94,431 
Other countries ..| 518,780 | 555,917 | 620,607 | 616,796 | 607,042 | 760,829 


Total ...|2,230,770 {2,090,491 |2,276,157 
Total trade of weed 


rain and ports 
on Arab Coast of { 


{1,218,385 |1,217,804 |1,342,849 
| 


854,707 | 876,622 | 984,657 | 985,420 | 883,627 {1,219,491 
the Gulf 


3,260,814 2,562,340 


Total, Persian Gulf 3,085,477 |2,967,113 


* For previous articles on the Persian Gulf and Maskat (with maps) see the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 28th June last, December, 1899, February, 1899, and 
March, 1898. 

+ Principally to and from the Arab Coast of the Gulf. 
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Of the ports in the above table Bunder-Abbas and Lingah, the 
nearest to India, have a preponderance of trade with that country, 
and Lingah, in addition, monopolises most: of the trade to and 
from the opposite coast of the Gulf with what are known as the 
Arab ports. Mohammerah on the Shat-el-Arab, the river which 
unites the two streams of the Euphrates and the Tigris, is 
principally a port of entry for goods going to Baghdad and 
Basrah and to Ispahan vid Shushtar. 

But of all the trading stations in the Persian Gulf, Bushire is 
the most important, and that which enjoys the greatest share of 
trade with the United Kingdom. Comparing the trade of this 
port for the year 1899 with that of the two preceding years, the 
following tables show the percentage of the values of the total 
imports into Bushire from India, the United Kingdom, and other 
countries, and the percentage of the values of the total exports to 
the same places (distinguishing also the exports to China, which 
may be said to consist entirely of opium) in each of the years 
1897, 1898, and 1899 :— 


Imports into Bushire. 


From 1897. 1898, 1899. 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... 67°6 477 48°2 
Total British possessions ... 85°83 74:7 72:7 
Other countries aad 14:2 25°3 27:3 
100-0 | 100-0 
Exports from Bushire. 
To | 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 
| 
Percent. | Percent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... 24°7 271 14:8 
Total British possessions 44°0 32°8 
Other countries 15°0 14°3 12°6 
| 100°0 100°0 100°0 
| 


* The trade report of the Persian Gulf for 1899, included under the 
Administration Report of the Political Agency for 1899-1900, states 
that trade, generally speaking, during the year 1899, was better 
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than that of 1898, but the improvement was not as great as 
was at first anticipated, owing to failure of rain during the later 
part of the season. ‘The trade of the Gulf depends principally 
on the amount of the rainfall, as a good rainfall stimulates export 
of cereals, and the consequent import of foreign goods. Sufficient 
rain, however, fell in 1900 everywhere. . 

Prices of foodstuffs were from 30 to 40. per cent. lower in the 
year under review than in 1898. 

During the year 1899, fluctuations occurred in_ sterling 
exchange between the rates of 55 and 52} krans per 1l. for bank 
paper. It touched its highest point in March and its lowest, in 
August. The fluctuations were at no time during the year at all 
violent. 

Rupee exchange varied between 3°65 krans, at which ‘it stooil 
at the end of the year, and 3°45 krans for bank paper. Rupeés 
in silver fluctuated between the same limits, ae 

Considerable quantities of rupees, sovereigns, Turkish pounds, 
Austrian dollars and other coins were imported and exported in 
1899 from and to Aden, Bombay, Arabian and Red Sea ports. 

No reliable statistics under the head of imports of specie are 
available, but the quantity which camé under notice amounted to 
Rs. 1,10,92,900 (739,5271.). In addition to the above, bar silver, to 
the value of about Rs. 9.00,000 (60,000/.) was imported into Persia 
via Bushire during 1899. 


Shipping.—The shipping of the: Persian Gulf ports, viz., Bunder- 
Abbas, Lingah, Bushire, Mohammerah, Bahrain, and the ports of 
the Arab coast is very largely in the hands of British ship owners, 
as will be seen in the following table, which shows the tonnage of 
vessels entered and cleared at all the above-named places, distin- 
guishing British vessels, in the years 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898, and 
1899 :— 


Year. | British. Others. Total 
—— 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
923,453 | 199,098 1,122,551 


From the above table it will be seen that the proportion of 
British shipping at Persian Gulf ports was 82:8 per cent. in 1595, 
80°8 per cent. in 1896, 82-4 per cent. in 1897, 83°5 per cent. in 
1898, and 82:2 per cent. in 1899. ; 
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TRADE OF MASKAT. 


_ The following tables taker from the Administration Reports on 
the Persian Gulf Political Residency and the Maskat Political 
Agency, show the value of the imports into and exports from the 
port of Maskat for the years 1896-97, 1897-98, 1898-99, and 
189-1900, distinguishing countries of origin and destination, and 
are in continuation of those given on p. 675 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 28th June last :-— 


A.— Imports into the Port of Maskat.* 


From. | 1896-97. 1897-98. | 1998-99. | 1899-1900. 

| 
| Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
United Kingdom ... 800,000 | 900,0L0 200,000 383,600 
India .. ... -1,640,000 | 2,226,500 —-1,962,200 | 1,657,900 
France. (50,000 100,000 «60,000 61,550 
America... ‘iad eid) 29,000 27,000 | 48,000 40,000 
Asiatic Turkey ... 67,500 69,000 71,500 | 108,110 
Persia 948,000 145,000 | 165,500 297,560 
Other countries 50,000 | 70,000 85,000 52,000 

Total ass Dollars 2,879,500 | 38,537,500 2,592,200 2,600,720 


B.—Exports from the Port of Maskat.* 


To. 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900, 

| 
' Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. 
India ane] 1,225,800. 1,811,200 1,227,200 | 1,117,700 
America... «110,000 70,000 | 60,000 48,000 
Asiatic Turkey... 135,000 | 152,000 135,000 119,000 
Zanzibar and East Africa... 161,500 161,500 | 137,600 104,300 
Other countries... one 61,000 96,800 | 95,600 83,300 
Total ... Dollars} 1,909,300 1,834,500 | 1,697,400 1,533,300 


Nore.—The currency in Maskat is the Maria Theresa dollar, generally varying 
in price from 1°58 to 2 rupees. The report for the year 1898-1899 states the average 
price of dollars throughout that year varied from Rs. 130 to Rs. 140 per 100 dollars, 
or say Ls. to 1s. 9'2d. per dollar. 


The report of H.M. Consul at Maskat for 1899-1900 states that, 
excluding specie, of which there is a decrease of 20,000 dols., the 
value of the import trade for 1899-1900 shows an increase of 
28,520 dols., as compared with the preceding year. This is due 
chiefly to the arms trade with England, in which there has been a 
considerable increase on last year’s figures. 


* Including specie. 
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Cereals, ghee, and twist and yarn from Persia, and wheat from 
Asiatic Turkey, also contributed to the increase, while all the 
articles of import from India show a great falling off, amounting 
in all to 304,300 dols., chiefly appearing under the head of Bengal 
rice, cereals and oils of all kinds. This decline is attributed to 
famine and consequent high prices in India. The exports show a 
decrease of 164,100 dols., or, excluding specie, of 186,100 dols. 
While there is a slight increase in mother-of-pearl and pearls to 
India and specie to Persia, there is a great decline in all the 
other articles of export; dates, which form the chief article of trade at 
Maskat, rade their way but slowly to the coast towns owing to the 
prevalence of cholera and plague, and consequently a large stock 
remained with the producers at the end of the year. The same 
cause contributed to the decline in fish, fruit and specie to India, 
and cotton fabrics to Zanzibar. 

A marked feature in the history of the Maskat Customs Adminis- 
tration is that the Sultan, instead of farming out the Customs 
as usual, has retained them under his own immediate control from 
the month of November, 1899, when the farm fell in. 


| 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF GREENLAND. 
(The Royal Danish Greenland Company.) 

The following particulars relating to the trade and industry of 
Greenland and the working of the Royal Danish Greenland 
Company, which has an entire monopoly of the trade of the 
Colony, is taken from the ‘ Danish Export Review,” a publication 
issued by the Danish Export Association at Copenhagen. The 
Danish Colonies on the west coast of Greenland extend from about 
60 degrees to about 72 degrees N. lat. Commencing from the south 
and going northwards, their names are: Julianehaab, Frederiks- 
haab, Godthaab, Sukkertoppen, Holstensborg, Egedesminde, 
Kristianshaab, Jakobshaven, Ritenbenk, Godhavn, Umanak, and 
Upernivik. Besides these Colonies a mission and trading station 
was established in 1894 at Angmagsalik on the east coast of 
Greenland, for the benefit of the heathen population living there, 
numbering about 400 individuals. At this latter place, however, 
only a limited trade in Greenland productions takes place, chiefly 
bear skins together with a few fox and seal skins, and in a com- 
mercial sense this trading station is of no special importance. 

According to the “ Danish Export Review,” the Greenland trade 
in conjunction with the maintenance of the Greenland mission 
was transferred in 1750 to a private company, the so-called 
“General Trading Company,” which developed the trade over a 
great part of the coast, and under the administration of which 
Julianehaab, the most southern and most important Colony in the 
south of Greenland, was established. Although this company was 
highly favoured and supported by the Government it was not 
successful. It went from bad to worse, and in the year 1774 the 
Government was vbliged to take over the Greenland trade, which 
has, since then up to the present day, remained in its hands. The 
trade with Greenland came now to be better conducted; two 
inspectors were appointed, one in the south and one in the north 
of Greenland, whose chief object was to see that the rules and 
regulations, drawn up by the Government, were observed, to 
protect the natives from being wronged, and in every way to 
further the interests of trade and whale-fishing. Until the year 
1830 the Greenland trade had many misfortunes to fight against, 
but from that year it has yielded a regular annual surplus, thus 
enabling it to commence paying off its old debts. 

The Greenland trade always has been, and still is, monopolised 
by the State, and only Government vessels are allowed to sail in 
Greenland waters. The west coast of Greenland, between the 
60th and 73rd degrees of latitude, is closed to navigation 
by the vessels of foreign nations, and by Danish vessels 
unless by the permission of the Danish Government. Such 
cases, however, in which the master of a ship on account of ship- 
wreck or other cause is obliged to seek a harbour in Greenland, 
are excepted, but under such circumstances he is in duty bound not 
to remain in the harbour longer than is absolutely necessary. For 
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foreign travellers also Greenland is a closed country, unless the 
traveller in question has, beforehand, obtained the permission of 
the Danish Government, a permission, however, which is very 
seldom given, and only in those cases where the person concerned 
is backed by his own Government. 

The monopoly of the trade is said to protect the. Greenlander 
from being deceived by unscrupulous merchants. The administra- 
tion settles a fixed price both for the goods the Greenlanders 
purchase and for the products they sell. Im this way ali are 
treated in the same manner, and the business being carried on by 
the State is a guarantee that the natives are not imposed upon. 
Furthermore, the members of the administration are enjoined to 
take care that the natives do not leave themselves short of 
produce by selling more than they can dispense with, so that they 
are not destitute of the needful food and clothing when the slack 
time arrives. Another subject which must be considered in this 
respect is the sale of spirits. It is stated that the native Green- 
lander never has been, neither is he now, able to purchase a single 
‘drop of spirits from the administration. 

It would appear to be evident, according to the “ Danish Export 
Review,” that it is out of purely humane reasons, and having in 
view exclusively the welfare of the native inhabitants, that the 
monopoly of the trade is maintained, and that Greenland is still 
preserved as a ‘“‘closed” country. The exportation from Denmark 
to Greenland consists chiefly of provisions, fire-arms and ammuni- 
tion, dry and woollen goods, hardware, tools and implements, 
tobacco, stone and earthenware, wooden goods, rope-work, and 
several other articles of commerce. The importation from Green- 


land consists exclusively of Greenland productions, of which may 


especially be mentioned seal oil, seal skins, bear and fox skins, 
and eider down. 

Oil.—The trade in seal blubber is carried on directly with the 
Greenlanders at the various trading stations and the outlying 
stations in connection therewith, where it is boiled down into oil, 
in which form it is exported to Denmark. There the oil is still 
further refined and is put upon the market as light brown and 
brown seal oil. A third kind of oil is the so-called ‘‘ three crown 
oil,” i.¢., seal oil which has undergone a further boiling and refining 
process. The seal oil of the Greenland trade is stated to be very 
well known and to be everywhere recognised as an excellent 
product. One thing that always brings it (the so-called -* Company 
Oil”) to the front is that it is always produced as an unadulterated 
article. During the last few years, with a view to safeguard 
purchasers abroad against imitations, a rule has been in force that 
if desired, every cask of seal oil must, on delivery, have the bung- 
hole closed with the seal of the Greenland Company. By this 
precautionary measure the purchaser has a guarantee that the oil 
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in the cask is real “Company Oil.” About 10,000 casks of seal oil 
are produced annually, of which about one-fifth is light brown oil. 

Besides seal oil, other kinds of train oil such as whale, cod, and 
carrion oil are exported from Greenland to Denmark. These kinds 
of train oil, however, are produced in such small quantities as to be 
of no special importance in the train oil market. 

Skins.—About 30,000 seal skins are exported to Denmark 
annually; they are re-sorted in Denmark according to fixed rules. 

The skins of the polar bears are, of course, produced in much 
smaller numbers ; about 100 skins are obtained annually. There 
are two kinds of foxes in Greenland, the blue and the white Arctic 
fox. The fox skins exported to Denmark are re-sorted there, and 
are sold as a rule in bundles of 10, As fox skins are articles of 
luxury, the prices vary greatly irom year to year, and depend to a 
very great degree upon the moods of fashion. The annual exporta- 
tion amounts to an average of 1,400 blue and 1,200 white skins. 

Eider down is bought in Greenland and exported to Denmark in 
the same state in which it is found in the nest: it is very carefully 
cleansed in Denmark and sold as “ pure eider down” and “ down 
waste”; the pure eider down is a good article of commerce that is 
much in demand. Unfortunately this product has decreased very 
much in quantity during the last few years; at present only about 
150 lbs. of pure eider down are produced annually. 

Other Products.—Besides these products others are exported to 
Denmark, the most important of which are feathers, the tusks of 
the narwhale, and small whale bone; these, however, are produced 
in such small quantities as to play no important part in the market. 
With the exception of seal oil the goods of the Greenland com- 


pany are sold at auctions, which are held in Copenhagen in the 


months of May and November; the fox and bear skin auction, 
however, is, as a rule, held in February. The seal oil was also 
formerly sold by auction ; at present, however, it is sold privately 
at prices that are fixed by the management. The head office of 
the Administration of the Greenland Company is in Copenhagen, 
and is under the control cf a director. The Administration is 
under the Ministry for Home Affairs. The exchange of goods 
between Greenland and Denmark is, as a rule, carried on exclusively 
by means of the nine vessels belonging to the company, viz., 
five brigs, three barques, and a small steamer, having a total 
register tonnage of about 2,000 tons net. Several of these vessels, 
which are suitable for sailing through drift ice, make two voyages 
a year, and the steamer, as a rule, three voyages. One of them, 
the brig named “ 'The Whale,” is nearly 100 years old. 


a 
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THE PRESERVATION OF FOOD IN CHICAGO BY COLD 
STORAGE AND REFRIGERATION. 


In a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consulate 
in Chicago, it ts stated that in that city there are four large cold 
storage houses, representing some millions of cubic feet, each 
carrying on an extensive business in eggs, butter, cheese, milk, 
meat, fish, poultry and fruits, &c. 

Ice for the preservation of perishable articles of food has been 
used in the United States for many years. In 1886 the first 
mechanical appliance for artificial refrigeration was erected in New 
York, and three years later in Chicago. This was the Pontifex 
machine, and from it all the other systems, which are now more 
widely used, have sprung. 

Cold storage houses, where natural ice is used as the refrigerating 
medium, are rapidly giving place to artificial plant, and the making 
of ice has become a very important industry. 

Eggs.—An enormous business is done in eggs, which are taken 
into cold storage during April. Before being put into cold 
storage, they should be selected with great care, each one being 
subjected to the “ candling ” process in order to detect any defects. 

The candling of eggs is a very important factor in cold storage. 
The egg is held up to a strong light in a dark room and its 
quality tested. Should one decayed egg be carelessly passed over 
in the candling process, the whole case would be spoilt. In the 
selection of eggs both size and cleanliness are the main features in 
determining the quality. The eggs are packed in whitewood boxes 
and stored away until the winter following. Eggs may also be 
frozen in bulk, being emptied into 50 lb. tin cans, and stored fer 
any length of time at 30 deg. Fahr. When taken out and thawed, 
they should be used as soon as possible. Eggs should be stored 
apart from any strong smelling product, such as cheese, onions, &c., 
as they very readily absorb bad odours. It is of the utmost import- 
ance that the germ in the egg should be preserved, and the 
temperature of the room should not vary one-half a degree. 

Opinions vary regarding the temperature at which eggs should 
be kept, two of the large houses in this city storing them at 
303 deg., while another carries them successfully at as low a 
temperature as 29 deg. Eggs may be held in cold storage for six 
or eight months, or even longer, and are packed in cases to contain 
30 dozen each. They should never be washed. 

During the month of September, 1900, 600,000 cases of eggs, 
each case containing 30 dozen, were taken into cold storage at the 
Chicago Stockyards. 

Two of the largest packing-houses, it is said, have been laying 
in supplies from the West, and have now in their “ chill” rooms 
about 216,000,000 eggs, the prices paid ranging from 4d. to 6d. 
per dozen. 

America, it is believed, is at present the only country engaged 
in the egg canning industry. The whites and yolks of cracked 
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The Preservation of Food in Chicago by Cold Storage and 
Refrigeration. 


and broken eggs are separately preserved in air-tight tins. Decayed 
and clouded eggs are also saved in this manner for tanning leather, 
and glossing finely prepared leather. The principal markets for 
this product are South America and the West Indies. 

Butter.— Butter may be kept either cooled or frozen, although 
the latter process is more in practice in Chicago, the flavour and 
quality being well preserved. Ordinary cold storage butter may 
be kept at 32 deg. to 35 deg. Fahr., while for freezing, a 
temperature of 20 deg. is recommended, and when carried for any 
length of time, say four or five months, the prevailing temperature 
in Chicago is 5 deg. below zero. June is the best. month to store 
butter, which, made in this month, is packed in wooden tubs, 
spruce or ash being preferred. These tubs are sometimes covered 
with burlap to preserve their cleanliness. When taken from cold 
storage during the autumn months, or early winter, it is allowed 
to thaw in the natural way, the flavour, it is asserted, being 
stronger and more developed than when it has actually been 
frozen. Farmers get 3d. to 4d. per lb. for butter in Indiana, 
Kansas, and Nebraska during the summer, taking contracts in 
small towns to supply it. 

Butterine and oleomargarine are stored at about the same 
temperature. 

Cheese.—Cheese will keep one year, if necessary, in cold storage. 
Temperature, 31 deg. to 32 deg., with a variation of not more 
than 1 deg. It should be in ripe condition before being stored, 
which is generally from June to January. Dampness should be 
excluded from the room, otherwise the cheese will become mouldy. 

Milk.—Milk may be kept in cold storage for a short time, but is 
not as arule frozen. It is believed that there is a great future for 
the dairy business in the freezing and cooling of milk, in the 
making of butter, &c. 

Meat.— Meats of various kinds are stored at temperatures varying 
from 30 deg. to 45 deg. Fahr. Fat meats are greatly improved by 
freezing, as the vesicles are broken, and the meat is thus made 
more tender. Liver is harder to freeze than the meat itself. It is 
packed in boxes of 100 lbs. each, and takes 48 hours to freeze at 
a temperature of zero, and would not freeze any sooner if placed 
at 10 deg. below zero. In Chicago meats are generally stored at 
zero, and, after being thoroughly frozen they are kept at 15 deg. 
to avoid shrinkage. 

Fish and Poultry.—F ish and poultry are treated similarly. Meat 
will shrink about 1 per cent. and fish from 2 to 6 per cent. This 
is the moisture which is taken from the surface and forms in frost 
on the pipes of the room. 

During the month of June there was a great demand abroad for 
frozen poultry, principally on account of the Paris Exhibition. The 
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Monarch Cold Storage Company of Chicago shipped 40,000 boxes 
to the United Kingdom and France, and the Union Cold Storage 
Company, also of Chicago, forwarded a large supply. 

_ The circulation of air in the rooms is obtained by means of fans, 
and is done in separate rooms in which are placed pipes cooled by 
direct ammonia expansion, the air passing over the surface of the 

ipes. 

3 The correct temperature at which fish should be kept, after first 
being frozen, is said to be 25 deg. The largest fish storage-house 
in Chicago maintains a uniform temperature of 18 deg. Fish 
after being frozen is subjected to a process known as glazing to 
prevent shrinkage. It can be preserved for an indefinite period, 
though six to eight months is generally considered long enough, 
the fish being frozen in the spring and taken out during the 
scarce season. Fish may be packed in 50 lb. barrels, between 
layers of crushed ice, the barrels being perforated at the bottom. 
Oysters will keep for one or two months at 40 deg., but should not 
be frozen. 

Fruits, &.—The average temperature for apples is 32 deg. They 
are kept in barrels or boxes, and occasionally in bulk, and will, if 

ood fruit, keep for one year. If stored during the month of 

October at 2s. to 3s. per barrel of 150 to 160 Ibs., they will sell in 
May at 9s. The barrels should be placed on their sides. The 
weaker, though not necessarily the poorer quality, are sold first. 

Grapes should be very carefully selected and packed, and no 
bruised or decayed berries overlooked, as they would spoil the 
whole lot. They will deteriorate after cold storage. 

Malagas being hardier than Concords will keep longer, and 
retain their flavour better. 

Pears should be stored when firm, and used soon after being 
taken out, the temperature to be higher than for apples. It is 
recommended that all soft fruits be placed in cold storage when 
ripe. 

Onions will keep for some months if put in sound and dry and 
packed in crates. They should not be stored with other articles. 

Systems of Refrigeration—The various systems at present in use 
in refrigeration are of three kinds:—(1) Direct expansion by 
the use of either carbonic acid gas or anhydrous ammonia; (2) 
brine circulation or indirect expansion ; and (3) air circulation. 

There are also three processes in operation in mechanical 
refrigeration, namely: Compression, condensation, and expansion 
of the gas. 

An interesting account of these systems and of the processes in 
operation in connection with the same, which is too detailed to 
quote in extenso, is given in the report from which the above 
extracts are taken. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 545.) 
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FRENCH CONGO AND THE CONGO FREE STATE. 

The ‘‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 12th December publishes an 
interesting article comparing the commercial development of the 
French Congo with that of the Congo Free State, and pointing out 
the benefits derived by the latter State from the regime of territorial 
concessions. The writer of the article (M. Galland) also endeavours 
to show that the trade of the French Colony is likewise developing 
now that the system of free exportation has been abrogated and 
territorial concessions are being granted. 

The imports into the two Congo territories during the past eight 
years are represented by the following figures :— 


Imports into | Imports into the 
French Congo. donee Free State. 


& & 
1892 eve ove ove 126,000 227,000* 
1893 ove seal 126,000 406,000 
1894 oe oli wool 184,000 474,000 
1897 ose ove 163,000 937,000 


* From 9th May to 31st December, 1892.” 
Thus, whilst the value of the imports into the French Congo 
showed no very marked increase in the period from 1892 to 1898, 
the imports into the Congo Free State show an almost uninter- 
rupted increase during that period. In 1899, however, this state 
of things is altered, the imports into the French Congo are 
increased by some 75,0001. (presumably on account of the conces- 
sions granted), while the imports into the Free State show a slight 
falling off. 
The value of the exports from the two States during the 
. same period are as follow :— 


| Exports from the | Exports from the 


| French Congo. |Congo Free State. 


£ 
1892 | 100,000 301,000 
94,000 301,000 
1896 190,000 604,000 


Brussels (see p. 565 of “ Board of Trade Journal” for 21st June 
last), states that the general trade includes the vaiue of goods in 
transit which represent about 8 per cent. of the exports, and 
about 17 per cent. of the imports. 

Caoutchouc is the largest item in the export records both of the 
French Congo and the Congo Free State, and the following figures 


| 
| 

~The figures in the two tables given above are for “ general” trade, 
and, with regard to the trade of the Congo Free State, a report 
received at the Board of ‘Trade, through H.M. Legation at 
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French Congo and the Congo Free State. 


show the quantity and value of the export of this article during 
the four years 1896-1899 :— 


Exports of Caoutchouc. 


| From French Congo. | From Congo Fre ree State. 
Years. 
Tons. & Tons. £ 

1896 ... — _ = 548 105,000 1,317 263,000 
1897... 518 99,000 1,662 332,000 
1898 ... 578 111,000 2,113 634,000 
1899 ... 670 120,000 3,746 1,124,000 


Among otker articles exported in 1899 were the following :— 7 


| From French Congo. || From Congo Free State. 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. | Value. 
ee Tons. @ | Too | & 

Ivory 100 75,000 | 291 233,000 
Wood oes ose 5,753 46,000 |) 4,000 
Palm nuts ... — | 4,703 53,000 
Palm oil 1,469 29,000 


Although the figures are not given in the above statement, palm 
nuts and palm oil as well as cocoa, are also exported from the 
French Congo. During the first three quarters of 1900, 492 tons | 
of palm nuts, 75 tons of palm oil, and 4,247 tons of wood were 
exported. 

Another point to which M. Emile Galland calls attention, is 
that whilst the greater part of the foreign trade of the Congo | 
Free State is with Belgium, the trade of the French Congo with * 
foreign countries is considerably greater than that with “France. 
Thus out of a total importation of 893,000/. into the Congo 
Free State during 1899, Belgian goods figure to the value of 
624,000/.; and of 1,443,000/. worth of exports 1,280,000/. went 
to Belgium. On the other hand, it will be seen from the following 
figures that the trade of the French Congo with the Mother 
Country forms only a small proportion of the whole :— 


| Imports into Pa Congo. || Exports from French Congo. 


From other To other 
From France. Countries. To France. Countries. 
& & & 
1894... 46,000 138,000 58,000 182,000 
1895... 67,000 159,000 26,000 172,000 
59,000 133,000 25,000 165,000 
1897... 39,000 124,000 33,000 178,000 
51,000 142,000 59,000 169,000 
171,000 | 64,000 201,000 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a copy of 
a Customs Circular (No. 18 of 1900), dated the 
Customs Decision. 31st October last, which states that the rolling 
rings and piston-rod packing rings used in the 
cylinders of the automatic vacuum brake (made by the Vacuum 
Brake Company, Limited) are articles specially manufactured to 
very accurate dimensions for their respective special purposes, and 
may be considered as indispensable component parts which are 
ready to go direct into their proper places. 
These articles may, therefore, be admitted free of duty as com- 
ponent parts of machinery. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Gazette” for the 8th November last contains 
the following list of Decisions issued by the 
Commissioner of Trade and Customs of the 
Colony relative to the classification of articles 
under the New Zealand Customs Tariff :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 


Articles and how Classified. Unit. Duty. 
Bath chairs ; as furniture not otherwise enumerated... ad val, | 
Bottles, infants’ feeding ; as druggists’ sundries ... -" 6... 
Chondrometer, for ascertaining weight of grain from sample ; - Rs 20 ,, 
as hardware. 
Coal-vases of wood ; as wooden-ware not otherwise enumerated. “i 20 ,, 
Electric light apparatus for dredging plant; as machinery, - 10 ,, 
electric. 
Leather, viz., “ mineral kip,”’ chrome dressed ; as kip... oud, 4d. 
Leather, “ tan hide” ; as buff ‘ 3d. 
Manganese borate, and resinate ; as articles and materials suited| — Free. 
only for, and to be used solely in, the fabrication of goods in 
the Colony. 


Manganese oxide ; as chemicals not otherwise enumerated in the} ad val. | 15°%, 
tariff. 


Nucoline (nucoa butter) ; as articles not otherwise enumerated] — ,| Free. 
in the tariff. 

Oil of myrban ; as articles and materials suited only for, and to} — ig 
be used solely in, the fabrication of goods ia the Colony. 

Pumps for mining dredge, subject to declaration being made ;|} — ‘ 
as machine pumps. 

Revolving screen, tables, fore-and-aft boxes for gold-dredge ; — 
machinery for gold saving purposes. 

Terpineol (artificial oil of violets); as articles and materials; — m 


suited only for, and to be used solely in, the fabrication of 
goods in the Colony. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


QUEENSLAND. 


The “ Queensland Government Gazette” for the 3rd November last 
Seuatiens tom. contains a notification to the effect that the 

ne rg following articles are to be free of duty on 

po * importation into the Colony :— 

The Dixon garbage machine. 

Patent hot-air and steam tumblers. 

Coffee mills. 

Machinery for crystallisation of sugar in motion. 

Outer rubbers or treads used in the manufacture of bicycle tyres. 


SWEDEN. 
A notice in the Italian “ Bollettino di Legislazione Doganale” for 
Tariff the September quarter states that, by a Notifi- 


tine cation of the Swedish Customs Department, 
Modification. dated the 2ist June last, No. 571 of the 
Swedish Customs Tariff is to be amended from the Ist January, 
1901, so as to read as follows :— 
“‘ Shovels, spades and forks for manure or fodder, with or without 
“ handles, 10 per cent. ad valorem.” 
The words “ of iron or steel” have been cancelled. 


NETHERLANDS. 
The Italian “ Bollettino di Legislazione Doganale” for the 
Seitins September quarter publishes a notice to the 


effect that it has been decided by the Dutch 
Customs authorities that caseine, if it does not 
contain any sweetening substances, fats or 
salt, is to be admitted into the Netherlands free of duty. 

On the other hand, a liquid composed of caseine, lime-water, oil, 
and a little phenic acid, and used in the manufacture of colours, is 
to be dutiable at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem as a colouring 
matter prepared with oil. 


FRANCE. 


With reference to notices which have previously appeared in the 
a * Board of Trade Journal ” relative to the French 
a Jonial import duties on “ colonial produce” other than 
‘ae _ sugar and its derivatives, cocoa and tobacco, 
— and especially to the notice at pp. 637-8 of the 


« Journal” for the 13th September last, in which it was stated 
that the Minimum Tariff would be applicable to these articles 
imported from certain specified countries (including British 
Colonies and Possessions) up to the 3lst ult., the Board of Trade 
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have now received, through the l’oreign Office, a copy of a telegram 
from H.M. Embassy at Paris, reporting that the application of the 
Minimum Tariff to the produce in question has been extended to’ 
the 30th June next. 


SPAIN. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through 
the Foreign Office, of a Spanish Royal Decree, 
dated the 4th ult., modifying the regulations 
under Article 9, paragraph 4, of the * Pre- 
“liminary Dispositions ” to the Spanish Tariff, 
relative to cocoa and coffee imported into 8 — 


Regulations for 

Importation of 

Coffee and Cocoa 
from Fernando Po. 


from Fernando Po. 

In order that the products in question (cocoa and coffee in the 
bean, not roasted, and cocoa husks, imported from Fernando Po) 
may be subject to the reduced rates of duty leviable under Nos. 542 
and 345 of the Tariff, the following requirements must now be 
complied with :— 

“ Article 1.—1. The goods must be imported into the Peninsula 
‘‘ or Balearic Islands in the same vessels on which they have been 
“Joaded in Fernando Po, and with a manifest viséd by the 
“ Governor of that Colony or an official named by him. 

‘© 2. If the vessels be under the national flag they are permitted 
“to enter foreign ports, so long as such ports are on the usual 
“course and the captain can prove, by a certificate issued by the 
“Custom House or, in default of a Custom House, by the Local 
“ Authority of the port, that the vessel has not loaded cocoa or 
“coffee there. The signature of these certificates must be viséd 
“ by the Spanish Consul at the port of entry, or, if there is no 
‘“‘ Spanish Consul, by the Consul of a friendly nation. 

“ 3. The cocoa and coffee must be brought in sacks on which 
“should be clearly stamped the name of the plantation from 
‘which they are taken, or, if the plantation has none, the name 
“ of the district in which the cocoa and coffee were grown and the 
‘name of the producer, who must draw up a certificate stating 
“under his signature and on his own responsibility that the 
“ fruit has been produced on his property. The certificate must 
“ state the number of sacks with their marks and the total weight 
‘in kilogrammes, and a sample of the fruit must be attached to 
“the certificate in a sealed packet, signed by the same person. 
“ The certificates will be examined by a council of neighbours 
‘‘ who will make a statement to this effect. 

‘* Article 2.—The producers of cocoa and coffee of the Island of 
“Fernando Po will present to the Governor of the Colony (who 
“ will transmit them to the Minister of Finance) separate state- 
“ments giving the extent of land possessed and cultivated by 


, 
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“them in the production of cocoa and coffee respectively, together 
“ with the quantity of berry obtained in the last harvest. ‘These 
“statements, with the addition of any change of owners and 
“ increase or decrease of land cultivated, will continue to be pre- 
* sented each year as soon as the result of the harvest can be 
“ known; they must be signed by the producer, and examined 
“and countersigned by the council of neighbours, and approved 
‘and viséd by the Governor of the Colony or by the official named 
“ by him.” 


ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at 


Proposed Increase 
" Bucharest reporting that the Roumanian 
of oa Minister of Finance has submitted to the 
Articles Chamber a Bill for the augmentation of the 


duties leviable upon certain articles imported 
into Rouwmania. ‘The following is a list of the articles in question, 
together with the proposed new rates of duty which, it is stated, 
the Finance Minister hopes to apply on and after the 14th inst :— 


Tariff ; Former Proposed 
No. Article. Duty. 
| 
| Lei. b. | Lei. b. 
48 | Rice LOO 2 80 5 00 
56 Fruit, dried 6 8 00 12 00 
69 Coffee, green ose 18 00 25 00 
74 | Tea ove 50 00,, 7 00 
75 Pepper ... coe 15 00 20 00 
92 Preserves of meat, game, fish, lobster, | 
oysters, &c., in fats, oil, or vinegar es |; 25 00 | 50 00 
204 Vegetable oils ... oe a see ” 30 00 | 35 00 
231 Raw hides 3 00 | 6 00 
251 | Wools ... Free. | 8 00 
273 | Cotton yarn, white... ae aNd vs 8 00 | 12 00 
274 ” dyed eee eee eee ” | 35 00 | 40 00 
275 | Cotton thread, forsewing ...... 35 00 00 
286 | Tissue of jute, unbleached, containin, a 5 00 | 7 50 
not more than 18 threads per square | 
centimetre, and sacks of the same. | } 
305 | Tissues of pure silk ... 800 00 |1,000 00 
306 | Hosiery of pure silk ... 960 | 1,200 00 
307 | Trimmings and ribbons of pure silk... a /1,120 00 (1,300 00 
382 | Coal and coke ... | Free | 05 
403 | Chalk, lime, and ochres 1 00 1 50 
'412 | Window and sheet glass of natural * 5 00 | 7 00 
colour, not painted or bevelled, &c. | 
416 | Common bottles 200, 4 00 
521 | Velocipedes seb Each. 8 00 20 00 
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SERVIA. 


The Italian “ Bollettino di Legislazione Doganale” for the 

September quarter, contains a notice to the 

Duty effect that, a Decree of the Servian 

_— Ministry of Finance dated the 17th March last, 

oleine is to be subject to duty under No. 266 of the Servian Tariff 

at the rate of two dinars per 100 kilogs. (9jd. per cwt.), instead of 
being free of duty as heretofore under No. 273. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
Sesteme of the United States Customs Tariff which 
Decisi have recently been issued by the Treasury 

_ Department at Washington for the guidance 


of United States Customs officers and others :— 


Cork-coated Muslin for insoles—Cotton muslin, coated with cork 
to a depth of about one-tenth of an inch and used in making 
insoles for shoes, is not dutiable as cork carpeting, but as a 
manufacture of cork not specially provided for, under paragraph 
448 of the Tariff, at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Glass Bottles containing merchandise subject to compound rates of 
duty—Where the language of a tariff provision, in its ordinary 


meaning and grammatical construction, leads to an absurdity, 
hardship, or injustice, by the exaction of an exorbitant rate of 
duty, presumably not intended, a literal interpretation is to be 
avoided if a more reasonable result may be reached by a judicious 
modification of the meaning of the words in their ordinary sense. 
Accordingly it is held that the provision in paragraph 99 of the 
Tariff, to the effect that glass bottles which “ contain merchandise 
“subject . . . to a rate of duty based in whole or in part 
“upon the value thereof . . . shall be dutiable at the rate 
“ applicable to their contents,” is not to be construed as meaning 
that the bottles shall be dutiable at the compound rates applied to 
their contents, but only at the ad valorem rate to which the 
contents are liable, subject, however, to the proviso in said para- 
graph 99 “that none of the above articles shall pay a less rate of 
“duty than 40 per cent. ad valorem.” 


Household Effects of citizens dying abroad.—The household effects 
of a United States citizen, residing and dying in a foreign country, 
when imported for use in the family of the deceased’s son and not 
intended for sale, are entitled to free entry as “personal effects, 
“not merchandise, of citizens of the United States dying in foreign 
“countries,” under paragraph 636 of the Tariff. 
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Scrap Tobacco.—Scrap tobacco, consisting of small pieces falling 
from leaf tobacco during the process of manufacture, is dutiable 
under the provisions of paragraph 215 of the Tariff at the rate of 
55 cents per pound, and is not dutiable as waste not specially 
provided for, nor as leaf tobacco stemmed or otherwise. 


'\\Animals for Breeding Purposes.—In order to entitle an animal to 
free entry under paragraph 473 of the Tariff, the certificate of 
record and of pedigree must be filed with the Customs officer, not 
later than six months from the time of entry, and must show that 
both grandsires and both granddams of the animal imported are 
registered. 

Fish Sounds.—Fish sounds, cut open and cleaned and dried in 
the; sun, but not bleached or pressed, are not to be considered as 

‘ prepared fish sounds,” subject to duty under No. 23 of the Tariff, 
hat are exempt from duty under No. 496 as “fish sounds, crude, 

‘dried or salted for preservation only, and unmanufactured.” 

Entry and Transportation of Merchandise passing in transit 
through the United States between Foreign Countries.—A Treasury 
Gircular, dated 25th May last (see “Board of Trade Journal” 
for the 28th June, pp. 683-4), provided for the acceptance of bonds 
ima penal sum equal to double the value of the goods in instances 
where merchandise from foreign countries is entered for trans- 
portation through the United States and exportation to any 
foreign country, such bonds being conditioned for the exportation 
of the goods within six montlis from date of entry. This Circular 
as now been amended by the provision that these bonds’ wil! 
hereafter be taken for six months when exportation is made via 
Pembina or Pacific coast ports, and for four months in all other 
cases. 


- Sugars from French West Indies.—Sugars produced in the 
French West Indian Colonies and exported direct to the United 
States are not subject to any countervailing duty. If the same 
sngars, however, are exported via France, they are subject, on 

importation into the United States, to additional duties equivalent 
* the rates of the French bounties. 


MEXICO. 
to the Deutsches Handels-Archiv” for October last, 
the Mexican “ Diario Oficial” of the 3rd August, 
Customs Decisions. 1900, contained the following list of Decisions 
affecting the application of the Customs Tariff 
of Mexico — 
“Bottles of Common Glass with China Stoppers for beer, wines, or 
spirits, bearing on the stoppers the name of the manufacturer’. the 
description of the liquor, or the trade mark of the factory for which 


| 
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the bottles are intended, also bottles furnished with covers of india- 
rubber, cork, or ordinary wire, are dutiable under No. 419 (a) of 
the Customs Tariff at the rate of 5 cents of a peso per kilogramme, 
gross weight. 

Supporting Brackets of Iron, or of Iron and Wood, for the sus- 
pension of electric wires, are admitted free of duty under No. 331 
of the Customs Tariff. 


Qelatine, Gelidine, or Algancine are dutiable under No. 195 of 
the Customs Tariff, at the rate of 10 cents of a peso per kild- 
gramme, 

Woollen Wigs, on cotton or linen material, for puppets and dolls, 
are dutiable under No. 566 of the Customs Tariff, at the rate of 
1 peso 75 cents per kilogramme. 

{[NotEe.—The nominal value of the Mexican peso (or dollar) is 4s. | 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 245 of the 
ee SAT Board of Trade Journal ” for the 1st November 
rtion of last, relative to a proposed increase in the pro- 
portion of the Brazilian Customs duties payable 
ble in Gold in gold from 15 to 25 per cent., a copy ofa 
ee telegram from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires in Brazil 
has now been received at the Board of Trade, through the san 
Office, reporting that the Law effecting this increase was signed 
the President of the Republic on the 28th ult., and was to come 
into force on the Ist inst. 


With reference to notices which have appeared from time to time 
in the “ Board of Trade Journal” respecting the 
of provisions of the Brazilian 
Goods hearing [aw prohibiting the importation into Brazil of 
Po . oi goods bearing labels in Portuguese, the Board 
ge of Trade have now received through the Foreign 
Office a copy of a telegram from Sir Brooke Boothby to the effect 
that, under a new Law which has been signed by the President of 
the Republic, the importation of goods bearing labels in Portuguese 
has been sanctioned, provided that the country of origin of ,the 
goods i is specified on the label. 
Sir B. Boothby adds that no announcement has yet been ‘wade 
as to the date on which the Law in question will come into 
operation. 
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PERU. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Foreign Office, of a new Peruvian Valuation 

np reed Tariff, under which the valuations of imported 

goods for the assessment of the percentage 

rates of Customs duties have been generally increased. A 

telegram from H.M. Legation at Lima reports that this new Tariff 
will come into operation on the Ist May next. 

The Tariff in the original may be consulted by persons interested 
at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board, 
No. 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., on any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


JAPAN. 
The “Japan Weekly Mail” for the 24th November last publishes 


: a translation of an Imperial Ordinance, issued b 
et the Japanese Finance Department, 
C o Articles for the exemption from import duty of certain 

Samitet or articles imported into Japan for the purpose of 
_ undergoing additional manufacture. The follow- 


Additional 
ing are the provisions of the Ordinance :— 
satan. “ Article 1—The following articles may be 
“ treated in accordance with *Law No. 85 of the 33rd year of 
Meiji :— 


“1. Articles imported for the purpose of being carved, 
“‘ engraved, cloisonné, or inlaid with gold or silver. 

“2. Porcelain and earthenware imported for the purpose of 
“ being painted and baked. 

“ 3. Tissues or woven fabrics imported for the purpose of being 
“ dyed, printed or coloured in yuzen style. 

“4, Tissues or woven fabrics imported for the purpose of being 
embroidered or hemmed. 

“5. Furs imported for the purpose of being tanned. 

“ Article 2.—Any person who desires to import any article 
“ mentioned in Article 1 shall describe in the import declaration 
“to be presented to the Customs the purpose of importation, 
“the sort of additional handiwork or process to be applied thereto, 
“the name of the artist or artisan who undertakes the work, and. 
* the date of its re-exportation. 

“ Article 3.—The article submitted to such additional handiwork 
“ or process must be exported from the port where it was imported. 

“ Article 4.—At the time of exportation of the article submitted. 
“ to such additional handiwork or process, the import permit and 
“ a certificate showing the performance of the handiwork or process, 
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“drawn up by the artist or artisan who undertook it, must be 
“ attached to the export declaration. 

“« In the certificate as to the performance of additional handiwork 
“ or process, there shall be mentioned the name of the article, its 
“ material and quantity and the sort of additional handiwork or 
“ process applied thereto. ‘The certificate must be duly dated, and 
“signed, and the name and seal shall be put thereon by . the 
“ artist or artisan who undertook the work.” 

[* Nore.—The Law referred to in the above Ordinance is stated 
- 00): as follows (Law No. 85, promulgated on the 21st August, 

“* Articles imported for the purpose of undergoing an 
“‘ additional process or handiwork, and determined as such by 
‘“* Imperial Ordinance, shall be exempted from import duty, 
‘“‘ when they are to be re-exported within one full year count- 
“ing from the date of importation, but at the time of impor- 
‘tation money or negotiable bonds equal to the amount-of 
‘the duty must be deposited as security.” | 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


ST. HELENA. 


The report on the Colony of St. Helena for 1899, recently received 
at the Colonial Office, states that during that 
Shipping in 1899. year 138 ships anchored, 142 lay off and 
traded with boatmen, and 356 were sighted; 
this is a falling off from the 1898 figures, but in 1899 ships from the 
Kast were under quarantine on account of plague. 
The total tonnage entered at the Custom House was :— 


Tons. 

British, Steam... 100,814 
» Sailing ... 6,054 
Total 108,639 


Of the above total of 108,639 tons, British war vessels and 
transports aggregated 38,325 tons, and foreign vessels of war and 
transports 7,150 tons. 
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UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 29th November last, has been received from H.M. 

“(Phe Shi Legation at Guatemala, transmitting copy of a 
+ Beade ae letter from the British Commercial Agent at 
Praicisco with Guatemala, with statistics showing the value of 
Central and South importations and exportations between the 
Sniniten: Suaiie United States port of San Francisco and the 

= Republics of Central and South America for the 
first six months of 1900. 

“It is announced that “The Pacific Steam Navigation Com- 
pany” will extend their service, which already runs from Chile to 
Central America in combination with the “Compania Sud- 
Americana de Vapores,” still further to Mexico and San Francisco 
by fortnightly sailings from Valparaiso. The pioneer boat was due 
to leave that port on the 26th December. It will probably be of 
general ‘interest to British commerce to show the nature and 
value ‘of the different descriptions of merchandise which go to make 
up the figures given in the returns above mentioned. 

With the increased facilities about to be offered by the English 
and Chilean Steamship Companies, it is anticipated that these 
commercial relations will be largely increased in the near future. 

. The following table shows the imports into San Francisco from 
certain countries on the Pacific Coast :— 


Value of Imports into San Francisco. 


First Six Months 
From. of 1900. 
Central America— Dols. 
Total Central America ... 2,077,000 
Total United States of Colombia—Opium only ... a are 2,000 
Chile— 
Total Chile... 319,000 
Ecuador— 
Total Ecuador... 146,000 


The following table shows the value of the exports from San 
Francisco to Central America and the countries on the Pacific 
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coast. of South America, distinguishing in each case some of the 


principal articles :— 


Value of Exports from San Francisco. 
First Six Months 
To. of 1900. 
Central America— Dols. 
Cereals... 283,000 
Tron and steel manufactures 33,000 
Rice ase 31,009 
Other articles 175, 000 
Total Central America ... 771,000 
Ecuador — 
Wine and spirits ... 7,000 
Total Ecuador 40,000 
Peru— 
Cereals ese 187,000 
Railroad tires é 11,000 
Other articl-s ... 9,000 
Total Peru ... ‘a 212,000 
Chile— 
Tallow on ital 8,000 
Lumber ... ove aa 8,000 
Other articles ea 11,000 
| 
Total Chile eel 136,000 
U. 8. Colombia— 
Wine eee 9,000 
Other articles 15,000 


Total Colombia 


| | 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 23rd December contains a Royal 
Genssnens tox Decree, dated 21st December, 1900, enacting 
Working Railwa: that in fature only Spanish subjects and com- 
ys panies having their domicile in Spain may 
¥®. receive concessions for working railways and 
tramways. The following is the text of the Decree :— 

In future only Spanish citizens having their permanent domicile 
in Spain, and companies and societies fulfilling the conditions set 
forth below, may be the concessionnaires of railways and tramways, 
whether public or private and used by the public :— 

(a) That they have their domicile in Spain, and are governed in 
all their operations by Spanish law exclusively. 

(b) That the nominal value of their shares and bonds is stated in 
Spanish currency, and that the calculation of interest and the pay- 
ment of dividends is effected in the same. 

(c) That their Boards of Management are constituted so that at 
least two-thirds of the members are Spanish subjects with perma- 
nent domicile in Spain. 

(d) That Spanish subjects, having their permanent domicile in 
Spain, are chosen for the offices of Managing and Consultative 
Directors, as well as for those of engineers and heads of depart- 
ments, save in cases which the Government may consider excep- 
tional and justifiable and may approve of. 
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RUSSIA. 


According to a report drawn up by a committee appointed by the. 
Output and 15th Congress of the Mine Owners of South 
Senate of Russia, and published in the “ Journal de St. 
D Pétersbourg” of the 10th December, the. 
_ probable production of coal in the western 
of the Donetz coal district will amount to about 767,100,000 pouds.* 
Deducting from this total 46,046,000 pouds for local consumption, 
121,709,000 pouds for making coke, and 113,224,000 pouds for the 
use of the metal works in the district, or 293,100,000 pouds in all, 
the quantity of coal available for other Russian markets will be 
about 474,000,000 pouds. 
On the other hand, the probable demand for Donetz coal, coke, 
&c., in 1901 is estimated as follows :— 


Pouds. 
For the use of the railways aa ... 149,900,000 
salt works ... 4,500,000 
steamship companies and 
shipowners _.... 17,700,000 
sugar refineries... 989,500,000 
Pe metal works, iron foundries, 
&e. ... 196,900,000 
For so-called private consumption ..- 125,000,000 


Altogether it is estimated that 478,200,000 pouds of coal (other 
than anthracite), 20,200,000 pouds of anthracite, and 85,100,000 
pouds of coke will be required; the demand for Donetz coal is 
thus expected to exceed the supply by about 25,000,000 pouds. 


SPITZBERGEN. 


According to the New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal ” 
of 15th ult., some further information has 

Coal-fields. been received with regard to the existence of 
coal in Spitzbergen. An expedition of a private 

character dispatched from Norway last summer to the island to 
exploit the coal-fields, has returned to Trondhjem with good 
results. In Advent, Bay large coal-fields were discovered and 
some coal brought home as a sample. The coal, which is 
said to resemble anthracite, is reported by experts to be of good 
quality. A company is in course of formation in Trondhjem in 
order to work these coal-fields. In addition, a cargo of coal has 
been brought from the well-known deposit at Cape Boheman, and 
has been tried on the State railways and otherwise. The drawback 
to this coal is, however, that it leaves a very large quantity of 


Poud 36 Ibs, avoirdupois, 
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porous slag in the furnaces, and is quite unsuitable for locomotives. 
The slag, or deposit, of scoria would also prevent the use of the 
coal for domestic and factory purposes. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


The Batavia “ Niqueysbled ” says that a company has been started 

_ at Sourabaya to work the coal mines at Pulo 

ssiieeaiies Nangka, rd island off the coast of Dutch 

* Borneo. The capital is 300,000 guilders. The 

coal is found in large quantities, and has been found to answer as 

fuel for steamers. Mining has begun, and 1,000 tons of coal were 
ready for shipment on the island on the 1st October last. 


LIBERIA. 


The United States Consul-General at Monrovia reports under date 
aA of 15th October, 1900, that a prospecting 

— Mining company has been organised for the purpose of 
_— coal mining in the vicinity of Grand Cape Mount. 


CHILE. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) 
Nitrate of the 3rd ult., the producers of nitrate of soda 
eusibiittin. in Chile, after much discussion as to the best 
means of improving the industry, have formed 
a new combination. This new agreement will be based on a 
restricted production, and it is intimated that during the first year, 
at least, the output will be between 30,000,000 and 30,500,000 
quintals (quintal — 220-4 lbs.). The production in 1900 is esti- 
mated at 32,000,000 qtls., while in 1899 it amounted to 30,759,775 
qtls., showing an increase of 1,240,225 qtls., or 3°9 per cent. The 
world’s consumption in the nine months ending 30th September, 
1900, is estimated at 25,079,260 gqtls., which compares with 
26,140,000 qtls. in the corresponding period in 1899; a decrease 
of 1,160,740 qtls. or 4°4 per cent., in 1900. This decreased 
consumption is offset by the higher prices ruling last year, and 
it is intimated that still higher prices will rule later on. A 
conservative estimate places the year’s exports for 1901 to all 
countries at 28,000,000 qtls., though it is believed that this will 
be exceeded. 

The last compact among the producers was formed in 1891, but 
terminated in three years, owing to dissatisfaction as to allotments 
of the output. 

The present combination has the support of the Chilean Govern- 
ment. In 1900, according to estimate, the expenses of the 
Association for the Promotion of the Use of Nitrate of Soda would 
amount to 39,0001., towards which the Chilean Government would 
contribute 21,0007. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to the ‘‘ Revue d’Orient” of 10th ult., a firm intend to 
ala establish during the course of the year 1901 
in aay a large piece-goods factory at Warasdin. The 
” Hungarian Minister of Commerce has accorded 
to the enterprise every facility allowed by law for the encourage- 
ment of national industry, and, in addition; a large sum of 
money. The Municipality of Warasdin has gratuitously conceded 
about 14 acres of land and 500,000 bricks for building the factory 
and has exempted the Company from paying any municipal taxes 
for 15 years. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Germ. Pelens. from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 29th ult., were as follow :— 
Wheat... ong ove 268, 4d. 
Barley eee eee eee on 25s. 10d. 
For further particulars see p. 43. 


Statements are published on PP 44-45, showing ~ a of 
- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the: United the 
* weeks ended the 22nd and 29th December last 
respectively, as well as of the imports during the corresponding 
weeks of 1899, 


CANADA. 


The “Canadian Gazette ” _—— that, according to > = 
. Manitoba Government crop bulletin for the 
= — year, the total yield of onus in the Province 
- during that time amounted to 25,000,000 
bushels. The drought and unfavourable weather at one time 
threatened to ruin the grain crop. The wheat yield is estimated 
at 13,000,000 bushels, an average of 8°9 bushels per acre. The 
quality of all cereals is poor. The bulletin also shows that 16,500 
cattle have been exported, and that great progress has been made 
with dairy produce. 
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GREECE. 


The “ Levant Herald” of 5th ult. states that, encouraged by the 

success with which Kavalla tobacco has been 
Tobacco Culture. grown in Greece, the Hellenic Government has 

decided to devote special attention to the 
extension of tobacco culture in the country. With this object, 
large quantities of seed will be procured, not only from Kavalla, 
but also from Trebizond, Havana, and Maryland, and experts will 
be engaged to teach Greek agriculturists the best methods of 
cultivation. 


PORTUGUESE INDIA. 


The “Times of India” of Ist ae states seg an industrial 

enterprise has been set afoot in Goa which 
exercise a bracing influence upon the 

fortunes of the colony. One great hindrance to 
the development of the export trade has been that whilst cocoanuts 
are grown in large numbers, the price has declined until their 
export is barely profitable. No effort has hitherto been made to 
find new markets or exploit the industry locally, but a syndicate of 


wealthy Bombay merchants has recently decided to erect a coir and 
rope factory at Mormugao, and utilise the other products of the 
cocoa palm. Plant will be laid down to treat from 24 to 30 lakhs 
of husks annually, and convert the nut into copra, or export it in 
the form of oil. A factory upon this scale would absorb all the 
cocoanuts Goa produces. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 140,365, and the number imported during the 
52 weeks ended the 27th ult. was 3,614,435. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 27th 
ult., 13,148 bales, and for the 52 weeks, 401,680. 
For further details see p. 42. 


With reference to the notices on ae of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
sails Journal,” for lst November last, and on p. 595, 
Exhibition of OF the issue for 13th ult., the Board of ‘Trade 
Uihastention, have received a further notice from the Board 
of Education, at South Kensington, stating 
that it has been found necessary to postpone the opening of the 
exhibition of modern illustration in the Indian Section (Imperial 
Institute Road) of the Victoria and Albert Museum, from Monday, 
7th of January, until Monday, 14th of January. The private view 
will consequently take place on Saturday, the 12th January, 
instead of the 5th January, as previously announced. 

The exhibition will be open free every day; on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. till 10 p.m.; on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. till 4 pm.; and on Sundays 
from 2 p.m. till dusk. The exhibition will remain open about 
three months. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars concerning the Indian Mint are taken 
from the reports on the working of the Mints 
Mint Reports. and Assay Offices of Calcutta and Bombay for 
the year 1899-1900 as published in the 
“ Gazette of India” of 24th November last :— 
The gold bullion received in the year under review consisted 
of :— 


Calcutta, Bombay. 


Rs. 
er foreign gold coin and bullion ... oes 35 10,42,970 
Gold of the Indian mines 59,43,394 
Bazaar gold and miscellaneous ... oust 5,53,416 2,01,14,748 


ag gold yens ‘ 
Ot. 


Total... 39,06,467 4,41,31,650 


* Includes some Russian roubles and American eagles. 


| 
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Government Coinage No gold was coined at either Mint. The 
silver coinage on behalf of the Government was as follows :— 


Calcutta. Bombay. 
| Value in rupees. | Value in rupees, 
One-eignth rupees 2,08,001 
Total ... ... 1,64,64,6013 57,95,149 


The coinage of rupees, except for the native states of Bhopal 
and Kashmir, had been discontinued since the closing of the Mints 
in 1893. The public demand necessitated the commencement of 
coinage on behalf of the Government in February last. The figure 
above given, Rs. 1,30,18,078, represents the coinage in February 
and March. From that time, and up to the date of the Mint 
reports, both Mints were almost continuously employed in coining 
rupees. 


’ Coinage for Native ‘States—There was no coinage on behalf of 
native states during the year, but Jodhpur entered upon negotia- 
tions for the conversion of its currency, and its example has since 
been followed by Baroda and other states. . 


Dollar Coinage—The number of dollars coined in the Bombay 
Mint during each of the last. five years is stated to be in 1895-96, 
8,316,063; in 1896-97, 6,135,617; in 1897-98, 21,286,427; in 
1898-99, 21,545,564; and in 1899-1900, 30,743,159, making a 
total for the five years of 83,026,830 dollars coined. 30,813,000 
dollars were issued to the Exchange Banks for export, of which 
18,506,503 were shipped to Singapore, 1,754,791 to Hong Kong 
and 10,551,706 to Penang; the balance left in the Mint was 
648,457 dollars. 


Copper Coinage—The Calcutta Mint coined five denominations 
of copper coin (Government pice, half-pice, and pie pieces, and 
Straits Settlements cents. and quarter-cents.) of the total value of 
Rs. 7,51,310 against Rs. 3,92,147 in 1898-99; Rs. 6,90,875 was 
the value of the coinage on Government account. ‘The Bombay 
Mint coined for the British East African Protectorate copper pice 
of the value of Rs. 50,000 against Rs. 1,00,000 in the previous 
year. 
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CEYLON. 


The ‘Ceylon Observer” of the 22nd November last publishes an. 
extract from a memorandum by the Acting 


Principal Collector of Customs showing that 
First Si the value of the trade of the Colony for the first. 
Months). half-year of 1900, specie being deducted, is 


estimated at Rs. 103,237 ,432,imports amounting 
to Rs. 55,201,493 and exports to Rs. 48,035,939, the value of 
imports exceeding the value of exports by Rs. 7,165,554. 

The imports in 1900 exceeded in value those of 1898 by Rs. 
13,273,072 and of 1899 by Rs. 5,975,559. The value of the 
exports in 1900 exceeded the value of the exports in 1898 by 
Rs. 6,521,569, and in 1899 by Rs. 1,575,401. 

The revenue of the first half-year of 1900 exceeded that of 1899. 
by Rs. 410,722, the increase being mainly attributable to larger 
imports of grain, cotton, spirits, kerosine oil and sugar. 

Shipping—In regard to shipping it is stated that the arrivals at 
the Port of Colombo in the first half-year of 1900, compared with 


the same period of the preceding year, show an increase in steamers . 


of 141, aggregating 262,138 tons, and in sailing vessels a decrease 
of 6, aggregating 2,343 tons. 

The arrivals at the Port of Galle in the first half-year of 1900, 
compared with the corresponding period of the year 1899, show an 
increase of 19 in steamers, aggregating 38,426 tons, and an 
increase also of 4 in sailing vessels, aggregating 502 tons. 


The number of vessels which called to coal at. Colombo onl. 


Galle during the first half-year of 1900 was :— 
No 


» Tons. 
Colombo ... .. 319 670,918 


Compared with the same period of the preceding year, this 
shows an increase in Colombo of 38 vessels, aggregating 111,714 


tons, and an increase in Galle of 26 vessels, aggregating 53,305 


tons. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The “ Government Gazette” of Southern Nigeria for 31st October 
, : ‘last contains a Proclamation by the Acting 
Bern. 00 High Commissioner. of the Protectorate to the. 
atives on ’ effect that, as trade with the natives in Southern 
Nigeria is largely conducted on the system of barter, and as trading 


on the system of credit with the natives tends to frequent disputes . 
and appeals to legal tribunals and is prejudicial to peace and good. 


order, therefore, no Court of Law in the territories of Southern 


Nigeria shall enforce against a native any. obligation incurred by © 


| 
| 
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him towards any person not being a native of Southern Nigeria in 
respect of a commercial transaction so far as it may be based on 
credit. 

The above Proclamation, which was to come into force on Ist 
December last, is not to apply to any debts or liabilities incurred 
before the ist May last. 


RUSSIA. 


The United States Vice-Consul-General at ri under date 

ae a of 18th November, 1900, reported that on the 

ee Ist inst. a Russian-Asiatic export bureau was 

St. Petersburg to be opened at St. Petersburg. Its aim is to 

* facilitate trade with the Far East. This bureau 

has a capital of 2,000,000 roubles, and will have branch offices in 
Warsaw, Moscow, Odessa, Vladivostock, Chabarofsk, and Tschita. 


GERMANY. 


According to “La Métallurgie et la Construction Mécanique” of 
Siiiinaitte 12th ult., an exhibition of automobile carriages 
Exhibition. will be held at Hamburg between the 1st and 

20th April next. The project has, it is stated, 
been received with much favour by the manufacturers, and 
promises to be a complete success. The North German Bicycle 

Dealers’ Union has undertaken the organisation of the exhibition, 

the President, M. Loeffler, of Hamburg, being charged with the 

executive management. 


SPAIN. 


The United States Consul-General at Barcelona, in a report dated 
13th November last, states that the society 


—— of established in Barcelona for the development of 
6 Sess Gene national industries, known by the name of the 


Fomento del Trabajo Nacional, has of late 
rained every effort: to find means to alleviate 
the present depressed condition of Spanish trade. 

A commission was sent to Madrid to confer with the Government 
regarding certain reforms which are considered urgently necessary, 
in order to assist private enterprise to open up new markets for 
Spanish products. 

Little was at first expected from these efforts, but it now appears 
that one of the most important reforms suggested has every likeli- 
hood of being carried out by the establishment of what is called a 
“free zone” at Barcelona, where foreign products may be imported 
and stored free of duty, and where raw materials can be mantfac- 
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tured and prepared for re-exportation without having been taxed 
or their cost increased. 

Barcelona, owing to its geographical position, has long aspired 
to be the first commercial city in the Mediterranean, its formidable 
rival having been always the neighbouring French port of 
Marseilles. The latter has also, for the past four years, been 
endeavouring to gain the concession of a “free zone” from the 
French Government, and it is perhaps the probability of this being 
soon obtained by Marseilles that has opened the eyes of the 
Spanish Authorities to the fact that such an arrangement would 
mean a very serious blow to Barcelona, and has induced them to 
take prompt steps to furnish their own large commercial port with 
a similar incentive to foreign trade. 

The commission, which has returned from Madrid, obtained the 
promise that a “ free zone” would be granted to Barcelona. 

The Harbour Board of Works is to carry out the necessary 
preliminary formalities for petitioning the Government through 
the Ministers of Marine, Public Works, and Finance. 

It has been decided that the tract of low-lying land between the 
southern extremity of the city and the River Llobregat, along 
the sea-coast, will form the proposed “ free zone.” 

As a protection against the sea, the eastern breakwater of the 
harbour is to be considerably prolonged. 


ITALY. 


The production of mineral waters is carried on in 993 manufactories 
Seniestien of in Italy, distributed over the whole of the 
Mineral Waters. *igdom, the largest number being found in the 
provinces of Genoa, Milan, Turin, Rome, Novara, 
Alessandria and Naples. A tax at the rate of 4 lire per hectolitre 
is imposed on the manufacture of mineral waters, and according 
to the ‘ Bollettino delle Finanze” of 16th December, 1900, the 
receipts from this source amount to a little more than 20,0001. 
annually. 
The mineral waters produced in Italy are used solely for home 


consumption, the quantities manufactured during the past six 


financial years being as in the following table :— 


Years. Quantity. 

Hectols, 


Note.—Hectolitre = 22 Imperial gallons. 


i 
| 


40 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 3, 1901, 


Miscellaneous. 


UNITED STATES. 


According to a notice received at the Board of Trade from the 
eee United States Bureau of Statistics, nearly half- 
on  a-million of people from other parts of the world 
: have enterel the United States during the. 
year 1900, seeking permanent homes. The details of the immigra- 
tion during the 10 months ended October 31st last, collected by the 
Immigration Bureau, and published by the Bureau of Statistics, 
indicate that the immigration for the calendar year 1900 will reach 
about 460,000. Of this number, more than 100,000 come from > 
Austria-Hungary, another 100,000 from Italy, and nearly another 
100,000 from Russia ; while the United Kingdom furnishes more 
than 50,000, of which number 40,000 are from Ireland. Of the 
460,000 immigrants, fully 450,000 come from Europe, while but 
about 4,090, or less than 1 per cent. come from the tropics. 


MEXICO. 


According to a note in the “ Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of 
American Republics” for November last, the 
Beer Industry. industrial policy of the Mexican Government, 
as directed towards fostering all branches of 
internal development, has included measures for the improvement 
of the class of beer brewed in the Republic. With this end in 
view the best varieties of hops have been imported and have been 
planted in suitable localities, yielding good crops. It is intended 
that these hop gardens shall not only render Mexico independent toa 
great extent of foreign imports, but shall also tend to provide a 
cheap and agreeable substitute for the national drink of the 
country, “ pulque,” which, owing to the large quantity of alcohol 
contained therein, is regarded as deleterious to the health of the 
inhabitants. 

There are at present 16 breweries in the Republic, none of them 
having been in existence more than a few years. One of these estab- - 
lishments, at Monterey, is quoted as occupying the first rank among 
the industries of the city. It has an actual capital of 2,000,000 pesos, 
and all the apparatus and machinery are of the most modern types 
used in Germany and the United States, and the capacity of 
production is about 800 hectolitres (11,600 gallons) aday. Other 
breweries are situated at Chilhuahua, Guadalajara, Oaxaca, Mazatlan, 
Cuernavaca, Mexico City, and at various other centres of population. 


| 
| 
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Miscellaneous. 


PERSIA. 


The following table, based on statistics given in a report of H.M. 

Trade Consui at Trebizond, (Foreign Office, Annual 

ia Trebizond Series, 2,376), shows the value of the imports 

eresieen into and exports from Persia, via the port of 
Trebizond in Asiatic Turkey, in the years 1898 and 1899. 


Trade with Persia via Trebizond. 


Imports. | Exports 

From and To— 

1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 
£ | £ 
United Kingdom and British Posses-| 314,000 | 312,000 11,000 14,000 
sions, 

Turkey and Egypt ... sie “ia 2,000 1,000 162,000 114,000 
Austria and Germany ea «| 123,000 90,000 23,000 14,000 
France... 67,000 64,000 5,000 4,000 
Other countries* ... 36,000 35,000 7,000 6,000 
ere 542,000 | 502,000 208,000 152,000 


* Russia, Italy, Switzerland, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, Greece, Roumania, 
Bulgaria, America. 


The other routes by which trade is carried on with Persia are as 
follows :— 
1. Through Russian Territory— 
Via Tiflis, Tabriz and Kazvin to Tehran. 
Via Resht and other Caspian ports to Tehran. 
Via The Trans-Caspian Railway and the Khanates to Meshed. 
2. Through British India— 
Via Afghanistan to Meshed. 
Via Baluchistan and Nushki to Meshed. 
3. Through the Persian Gulf via Bushire, Lingah, Bunder-Abbas, 
and Mohammerah to Ispahan and Tehran (see pp. 6-10). 
4, Through Turkish Territory— 
Via Basrah, Baghdad and Khanikin to Ispahan. 
Via Alexandretta, Aleppo and Mosul to Tabriz. 
(See also “ Board of Trade Journal” for April, 1899, pp. 397 et seq.) 


| 
| 

| 

| 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 52 Weeks ended 27th December, 1900. 


Week 52 Weeks 

ended ended 

27th December,|27th December, 
1900. 1900. 
Imports. 
(Bales.) 

No. No. 
East Indian cee 1,404 78,332 
Egyptian oon ove on 12,395 424,789 
Miscellaneous eee eee eee eee 3,221 71,068 
Total .. ene 140,365 3,614,435 

EXPorRTs. 
(Bales.) 

No. No. 
American be 8,425 259,209 
East Indian ove ooo oe 2,391 39,221 
Miscellaneous ... 68 10,496 
Total ” 13,148 401,680 


‘ 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
29th December, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qre. Bus. 
Wheat 43,182 1 26 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— _ 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
"Week is 


Wheat, | Barley. | Oats, || Wheat, | Barley. | Oats, 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus.| «. d, d, a. 


1896 —...| 17,581 3 | 41,588 4 | 5,776 0 || 80 6 | 2 8 | 16 2 
1897 _...| 30,163 4 | 74,645 6 | 9,704 4 || 84 6 | 27 8 | 17 1 
1898 ...| 46,085 0 | 91,300 4 | 15,191 4 | 2611 | 28 4 | 17 0 
1899 ...| 47,685 4 | 74,637 5 | 10,463 7 || 25 9 | 25 5 | 16 2 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial vet ot es for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every b of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United 


Kingdom in the week ended 


22nd December, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 


_ corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
22nd Dec., ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number 6,584 6,537 
Sheep and lambs... oo ove 2,003 7,726 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef eee eee oo eee Cwts, 67,255 51,840 
or preserved — 
Pork on on > 3,719 6,159 
ont, th or — “4 8/328 
Meat, otherwise 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— r 
Butter... ove Cwis. 70,857 55,874 
Milk, condensed ... 18,827 17,536 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
Grt. Hundr, 874,022 251,473 
y and game eco ote Value £ 229,406 184,098 
dead (not tinned)... awe Cwts, 14,515 6,458 
Lard . 44,530 46,651 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat Cwts, 1,013,600 1,090,100 
Wheat-meai andfiourr 358,900 486,200 
14,100 27,900 
Maize or Indian corn... owe 1 484, 400 1,314,200 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels, 
Apples... 86,220 83,509 
Apricots and peaches* ... 1900 
Bananas* eee eee eee oo Bunches, 29,734 — 
Cwts. Bushels. 
— i oo "16 1.078 
Plums eee oon eee 
Strawberries* ... see 
Unenumerated ove 4,818 30,137 
ose ove ase ooo ove Cwts. 19,181 8,994 
vi Taw 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
with vegetables unenumerated , 


+ Included with 


prior to 1900. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom (continued). 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricul 


oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
29th December, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week cf the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
29th Dec., ing week 
1900. in 1899, 
living :— 
and ove 5,981 12,950 
one one oe ” 
Frets 
Beef Cwts. 40,182 43,967 
Mutton... ooo ose ose 81,201 63,820 
Pork ove 12,523 7,794 
— 4 preserved meat :— 
Owts. 98,454 70,709 
Bech ose 2,222 1,208 
Pork ” 2,554 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . pf 5,241 4,419 
Meat. preserved otherwise than by salting 7,788 11,421 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine ... ” 13,725 11,695 
Cheese 21,451 28,672 
Milk, condensed ... 16,219 16,321 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk " 469 194 
Poultry and game ... ‘an one Value £ 42,477 29,498 
dead (not tinned) Cwts, 6,472 23,748 
Lard 39,912 24,951 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 

Wheat-meal and flour ... oe oe ” 384,100 307,600 
Barley ove ove ose 354,800 224,800 
Oats... pa 811,500 157,000 

.. Maize or Indiancorn ... ove 1,245,700 870,700 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apples... 37,109 87,768 
Apricots and peaches* ove 1900 _ 
Bananas* ... ove ose Bunches 9,942 
Cwts, Bushels, 
Govseberries* ee one eee 
Grapes . ooo ove ese Entered by the 333 266 
Lemons... bushel to 8,654 68,324 
Oranges... 1 175,601 298,860 
Pears 688 2,107 
Unenumerated ... 164 11,467 
Hay Tons 1,934 8,124 
Hops ... Owts. 11,074 4,210 
Vegetables, raw :— 
nions Bushels 95,005 110,324 
Potatoes Cwts, 100,505 20,912 
Tomatoesf... ove ove 8,163 _ 
Unenumerated Value 8.798 16,942 


* These fruits were inotaded with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900, 
Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


I—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports. 
Countries, Year 
ending 1898, 1899, 1900. 
Russia* (7 Months)...... ne Roubles 827,621,000 | 346,655,000 | 384,088,000 
Belgiumt (11 Months)... | November| Francs 1,756,980,000 | 1,955,273,000 | 1,923,441,000 
France (11 Months) ...... November| Francs 4,071,157,000 | 4,107,612,000 | 4,005,485,000 
Spaint (10 Months) October...| Pesetas 420,714,000 717,689,000 693,354,000 
Italy (10 Months) ...... October...) Zire 1,163,542,000 | 1,240,059,000 | 1,285,850,000 
Austria-Hungary October... Kronen1,376,710,000 | 1,330,887,000 | 1,383,681,000 
(10 Months) 
Months) | Sept. ...... L. E. 7,595,000 7,552,000 9,357,000 
gypt.... 

5! (10 Months) | October...| L. E. 8,607,000 8,694,009 10,930,000 
United States (10 Mths.) | October...| Dollars 527,728,000 658,135,000 695,109,000 
Mexicot (2 Months) ... | August...| Dollars 6,528,000 8,632,000 9,727,000 
British India (6 Months) | Sept. ...... Rupees 31,06,49,023 | 34,25,09,157 | 83,72,20,474 
Canada (3 Months)...... | Sept. ......! Dollars 41,080,019 43,699,482 47,736,212 

In Pounps STERLING. 
£ £ 
Russia* (7 Months)...... | July ...... 34,582,000 36,591,000 35,265,000 
Belgium} (11 Months) .. | November 70,277,000 78,211,000 76,938,000 
France (11 Months)...... November! 162,846,000 164,304,000 160,219,000 
Spaint (10 Months) ... | October 16,829,000 28,707,000 27,734,000 
Italy (10 Months) ...... October 46,542,000 49,602,000 51,484,000 
Austria-Hungary October 57,363,000 55,453,000 57,653,000 
(10 Months) 

{ (9 Months) | Sept. ...... 7,793,000 7,749,000 9,601,000 
Egypt ... 

‘id (10 Months) | October 8,831,000 8,920,000 11,215,000 
United States (10 Mths.) | October 109,943,000 137,111,000 144,814,000 
Mexicot (2 months) ... | August . 1,806,000 1,726,000 1,045,000 
British India (6 Months) | Sept. ...... 381,064,902 a tae 83,722,047 

£ 
Canada (3 Months) .... | Sept. ..... 8,558,000 9,104,000 9,945,000 
United Kingdom(11 Ms.) | November} 425,283,000 444,339,000 | 477,276,000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 

+ Value of Principal Articles Imported only. : 

t The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s. The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie, 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 
II—EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Exports. 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898. 1899. | 1900. 
Russia* (7 Months) ...| July ...... Roubles 414,529,000 811,037,000 346,294,000 
Beigiumt (11 Months)... | Nov. ...... Francs 1,509,766,000 | 1,671,819,000 | 1,619,089,000 
France (11 Months) ...| Nov. ......| Francs 3,116,674,000 | 3,748,633,000 | 3,728,946,000 
Spaint (10 Months) ...| Oct. ...... Pesstas 655,778,000 | 599,053,000 | 577,736,000 
Italy (10 Months) ...| Oct. .....| Zire 984,613,000 1,150,829,000 | 1,092,526,000 
Austria-Hungary 
(10 Mths.) | Oct. Kronen 1,305,077,000 | 1,527,162,000 | 1,566,277,000 
9 Months) | Sept. ...... L.E. 7,960,000 8,831,000 10,665,000 
gypt 
(10 Months) | Oct. ...... L.E. 8,949,000 10,507,000 12,209,000 
United States (10 Mths.)| Oct. ...... Dollars 970,606,000 | 1,009,732,000 | 1,173,958,000 
Mexicot (2 Months)...... August ...| Dollars 26,607,000 21,671,000 23,220,000 
British India (6 Months) | Sept. ......| Rupees 54,95,40,734 | 52,25,45,714 46,02,78,036 
Canada (3 Months) ...| Sept. ...... Dollars 36,925,092 43,994,892 58,023,875 


In Pounps STERLING. 


£ 
Russia* (7 Months)......; July ...... 43,756,000 82,832,000 36,553,000 
Belgiumt (11 Months)... Nov. ...... 60,391,000 66,873,000 64,762,000 
France (11 Months) ...; Nov. ...... 124,667,000 149,945,000 149,158,000 
Spainf (10 Months)...... | October... 26,231,000 23,962,000 23,109,000 
Italy (10 Months) __...| October... 89,385,000 46,033,000 43,701,000 . 
Austria-Hungary 
(10 Mths.) | October... 54,378,000 63,632,000 65,262,000 
2 Months) | Sept. ...... 8,167,000 9,061,000 10,943,600 
Egypt 
(10 Months) | October... 9,182,000 10,781,000 12,527,000 
United States (10 Mths.) | October... 202,209,000 210,361,000 244,575,000 
Mexicot (2 Months)...... August ... 2,660,700 2,167,100 2,322,000 
British India (6 Months) | Sept. ...... — 52,254,571 46,027,804 
Canada (3 Months) ...| Sept. ...... 7,692,700 9,165,600 11,046,000 
United Kingdom** Nov. ...... 212,412,000 242,622,000 267,839,000 


(11 Months) 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers. ; 

+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 

t The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted 
into .nglish currency at the rate of 2s, The figures for Mexico irclude bullion aud +p :cie. 

** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of November, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow : or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may 
be purchased at a cost of 8s. 45d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains.much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign ‘country, British’ possession and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. — 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
November; Diseases of Occupations; Strikes and Lock-outs of 1899; 
Application of the Conciliation Law in France in 1399; The Price 
= — ; Co-operation in 1899; Legal Cases’ affecting Labour, 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. © 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No. XI. 75-x. Price 34d. 


This is the eleventh number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains detailed statements relating to 
Sweden, Germany. Holland, Belgium, France, ‘ Spain, Italy, 
Austria-Hungary, Egypt, the United States, and British India, 
the statements for each country dealing with the latest period for 
which returns have been received at the Board of Trade at the 
date of preparation. 
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Government Publications. 


Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom other than those of Local Authorities, 
‘for the year 1899. 148. Price 9d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade con- 
taining statistics of the operation of Gas Companies in the United 
Kingdom. It deals with 450 authorised gas undertakings, which 
between them supplied 1,817,649 consumers. The amount of coal 
used in 1899 was 8,321,187 tons, and the fnantity of gas made 
was 91,794,898,282 cubic feet. 


Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all authorised Gas Under- 
akings in the United Kingdom belonging to Local Authorities, for 
the year ended 25th March, 1900. 144. Price 54d. 

This return shows that during the year ended 25th March, 1900, 
232 local authorities were engaged in the manufacture of gas for 
lighting purposes, &. The quantity of gas made in 1899-1900 was 
55,860,659,139 ‘cubic feet, coal to the extent of 5,289,501 tons 
being used ; the number of consumers supplied with gas was 
1,667,908, and, in addition, 257,040 public — were lighted by 
gas manufactured by local authorities: 


Post Office (Telephone Service). Return of the Receipts 4 the Post 
Office from the Telephone Service, [882, Sess. 2]. Price 4d. 

This return shows that the total receipts of the Post Office from 
the Telephone Service in respect of the year ended 31st March, 
1900, were. 360,027/., this sum being made up of the following 
amounts :-—Royalties from licensed companies, 130,272/.; revenue 
from the local exchange business, 22,338/. ; revenue from trunk line 
business, 207,4171. 


| 
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Government Publications. 
FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) oe | $0. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies 1d. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) .. dd. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897- 1900 1d, 

- 2376 Naples (1899) .. sins one wee 2d. 

. 2377 Hangchow (1898) 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 3d. 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) abe eA 14d. 
2380 Venice (1898-99) se 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) 24d. 
2382 New Orleans and District 2d. 
2383 | Servia (1898 and 1899)... one 13d. 
2387 Havre (1899) ... 2d. 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar 4d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) 1d, 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1890) . soe ove . 84d. 
2391 Texas (1899) . bie sie 2d. 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899).. 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) 1}d. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) 4d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas 13d. 
2397 Japan (1899) . 23d, 
2398 (1899) 2d, 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) a ld. 
2400 Germany (1899) 
2401 Stockholm and Easi Swedish Coast (1899) 23d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) 
2403 Pomerania (1899) ies ose 3d. 
2404 Aleppo (1899) 13d, 
2405 Palestine (1899) ees 1d. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1 899) bes se 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899)... 23d, 
2408 Patras and ld. 
2409 Calais (1899) . 2d. 
2410 | Piraeus (1899)... ld. 
2411 Cyclades (1899) ld, 
2412 Brest (1899) ... ld, 
2413 Lombardy (1899) ld. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) ioe ‘se 2d, 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899)... ove 3d, 
2416 Trieste (1899) ... one 14d. 
2417 | Leghorn and Ancona (1899) __... | 2d, 
2419 Samoa (1899) ... ld. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) “= ld, 
2422 | Rosario (1899) wk hd, 
2423 New York (1899) ae 23d, 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Oontinued. 


No. , Place. | Price. 
2425 Poland (1899) on | 23d, 
2426 Paraguay (1899) an ee | 1d. 
2427 Beira (1899) eee eee eee eee eee eee lid, 
2428 Bussorah (1899) ove 
2429 Ichang (1899) eee eee eee ore eee eee 4d. 
2430 Shashih (1899) ove Py 4d, 
2431 Hamburg (1899) ove ove «as | 5a. 
2432 Wuchow (1899) ove ose ooo 14d, 
2433 | Philadelphia (1899)... | 
2435 Nice and District (1899), 
2436 Philippine Islands oe | 
2437 Pakhoi (1899) iss | 440. 
2440 Pondicherry (1899) ... eee oes iv 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899)... ove ove we | 2d. 
2443 | Swatow (1899) ool 
2445 Bilbao (1899) ase ove ose wes ose 2d. 
2447 Taganrog (1899) ve ove “a 
2448 Switzerland (1899) ans ode we] 
2449 Hangchow (1899) ane 
2450 Baden (1899) ... ooo ove 1d. 
2451 Canary Islands (1899) ... oe 
2452 Java (1899) ... «lt 
2453 Tripoli (1899) bes ad, 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... ooo | 
2461 Goa (1899)... wee eve 4d, 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) | 130. 
2466 Caracas (1899) we | Lhd, 
2467 Samshui (1899) ons eve eco 1d. 
2468 Salonica (1899) we | 
2469 Chinkiang (1899) ove ove tee ool 
2470 | Bahia (1899) 1d. 
2472 Algeria (1899) one | 
2478 Cuba (1899) eee eee ove eee eee 2d, 
2474 Sardinia (1899) eee ove eee eve eee ld, 
2475 Rio de Janeiro (1899) ... 8d, 
2476 Boston (1899)... wis ove 
2478 Chefoo (1899) ove eve 
2479 Argentine (1899) oes 1d. 
2480 Buenos Ayres(1899) ... 2d. 
2481 | Chile (1899) . 
2482 Greece (Finances in 1900) we | 14d 
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2483 | Austria-Hungary (1899 | 
2485 French Indo-China wee 4d. 
2486 Roumania (1899) ove ore ove 2a. 
2487 Tientsin (1899) one oss 8d. 
2488 Guatemala (1899) ove ove | 
2489 Bavaria (1899) ooo | 
2490 Gothenburg (1899) | 234, 
2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) oot 
2496 Lecce (1899) ... 623d, 
2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1899) sop 
2499 Newchwang (1899) __... 
2500 Kiukiang (1899) bee noo |, 
2501 Kiungchow (1899) on one 
2502 | Amoy (1899) ... oot 
2503 Hakodate (1899) ove ao | 
2504 Switzerland (Textiles in 1898) ... ek we | 28d. 
2505 | Riga (1899)... ot 
2507 Northerr Portugal (1899) 
2608 | Inhambani (1899)... we | 43d, 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) ee ose oop a 1d. 
2510 | Portland (Oregon) (1899) vas 
2511 Corea (1899) .., ose eee 2d. 
2512 | Canton (1899) | Id 
2513 Madagascar (1899) 1d. 
2614 Dutch and French- Guiana (1899), Nee coo | 
2515 Belgium (1899) |; 
2616 | Dantzig, Konigsberg and Memel (1899) 
2517 | Madeira (1899) ove one | 
2519 Rome (1899) ... 19d. 
2521 Fiume (1899) .. see 4d. 
2522 Odessa and District (1899) one | 
2523 Germany (1899) 23d. 
2524 | South Italy (1899) Supplementary 2d, 
2525 | North Formosa (1899) .. oes ese eos 1d. 
2526 Argentine Republic (Finances) .. 1d. 
2527 - Mexico (1899) so 23a 
2529 Sicily (1899) . one 33d, 
2530 (1897- 99) con age 13d, 
2531 Adis Abbaba and Harrar (1899- -1900) 6d. 
2532 Wurtemberg (1899-1900) 24d. 
2538 Khorassan (1899-1900) ... ooo 
2534 Caucasus (Agriculture 1900) ld. 
2585 St. Petersburg (1899) aks 24d, 
2536 East Africa Protectorate (1899) .. one de 13d, 
2537 Dominican Republic (1899)... 4d 
2538 Uruguay (1899) 1d. 
2539 Vera Cruz (1898, 1899, and part o of 1900)... pe 2d. 
2540 Ghent (1899) .. 1d. 
2541 Nagasaki (1899) one ons 4d. 
2542 Ssumao and Mengive 3 24d. 
2543 Antwerp 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
oo pe of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


519 Belgiwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... |) 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies 
521 | Germany.—New —— 1 German Mortgage Bank Law ...| Id. 
522 Russia. —Repo rt on ssian Railways «ee eee eee 4d. 
523 Russia. rt on the Russian Coal Crisis $d, 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for1900 | 1d 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 
of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 


&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American ae 
527 Tripoli. — Agriculture, Horticulture, and. ‘other Natural Re- | 
sources of Tripoli... 2d. 
528 Germany.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 
ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 | Russia.—Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and | 
Black Sea ... ove vee 1d. 
530 Brazil._—Report on the ‘State of ‘Amazonas. ' Qhd. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 
dustry in Hungary ove ooo fi 19d. 
532 United States, —Mining Industry. of Colorado ide wae ld. 
4 533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 33d. 
P 534 Belgiwm.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 
Metal, and Glass Industries... eee 4d. 


535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899 |..| 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steamers 


to South Africa ove 
537 United States.—Cattle Trade in Kansas ... eee 
538 Spain.—Mining Industry in Galicia | Ha 
539 lapan.—Agriculture and horse and cattle breeding. in Kago- 

shima Prefecture... 1d. 
540 Germany.—Report on Carbide of Caleium and Acetylene in 

Germany .. 2d. 
541 United States. —Report on Mining in the Butte District of } 

Montana... ld, 
542 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland for the year 

1899 23d, 
543 Netherlands —Report on Commerce les 4d, 

544 United States ——Kducation in Chicago ... 2hd. 


545 United States.—Cold Storage and Refrigeration in Chicago 13d, 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series were alsg issued in 1900, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 4d, 
2 Agreement between the “United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 3d. 
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11 


19 


21 


Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic epee between the 
two countries 

Declaration between the United jom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg respecting th iprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks ooo 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865... ose 

International Sanitary Convention és 

Convention and Declaration between the United ‘Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San = for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 


Qquatiin between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration ss 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries .. 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay “to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 

International Convention respecting the Liquor traffic in 


Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay .. 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property 

Convention between the Untted “Kingdom and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Straits 
Settle nents.. 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Costa Rica for the reciprocal protection of trade marks, &c. 

Additional Convention, supplementary to Convention of 7th 
September, 1888, respecting the exchange of parcels by 
parcel post between France and Mauritius “ 

Agreement tetween the United Kingdom and Siam, relative 
to Taxation on Land held or owned - British iateicaaae 
in Siam eee 


$d. 
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No. | __ | Price. 
| 
4d. 
4d, 
‘ 5 
4d, 
6 8d. 
7 
d. 
4d. 
9 
1d, 
10 
44. 
|_| 
12 
13 
Afri a eve oes eee eee eee ld, 
14 
14d, 
15 id. 
16 
4d. 
17 
4d, 
18 
ld. 
hd. 
20 
4d. 
| | 4d. 
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Government Publications. 


have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased f 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 


Spottiswoode, East Harding Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


rom Messrs. Eyre & 


Annual. 

No. | Place. | Price. 
283 eee eee eee eee 4d, 
284 eee eee eee eee soe oe 1d, 
285 | Seychelles see eee eee eee 1d, 
286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands eee ooo eee 14d. 
287 | Straits Scttlements ... os 
288 Basutoland ove eee eee eee eee 
289 Niger Joast Protectorate eee eee ove eee 24d, 
291 | Falkland Islands ooo | 
292 | British New Guinea... | 
296 Fiji eee eee eee 2d. 
297 Turks and Caicos Islands 
299 Sierra Leone ... ace eco | 24d. 
302 Mauritius and “Rodrigues oes | 
303 Trinidad and Tobago eee 24d. 
304 Straits Settlements ° 2d. 
307 Ceylon eee . 2hd. 
308 Leeward is slanis ° eee 

Miscellaneous. 

No. Place. os Price. 
1 Gold Coast ... Economic Agriculture ... 3d. 
2 Zululand... Forests... 2d. 
3 Sierra Leone... ake «| Geology and Botany eee ot: Ee 
+ Canada «..| Emigration eal 
5 Bahamas Sisal Industry 
6 Hong Kong ... +. Bubonic Plague ... .. «| Id. 
7 Newfoundland Mineral Resources ood Le. Od. 
8 Western Pacifie ..-| British Solomon Islands... ...| 44d. 
9 Dominica... «| Agriculture 94d. 

10 Virgin islands Condition during 1897 4hd. 

il Grenada Agriculture in Carriacou 13d. 

12 Anguilla Vital 1898 14d. 

13 Cook Islands... Trade 1899 ld. 

14 Bahamas... ae -..| Notes on the planting of the Pita 4d. 

: Plant and the extraction and 
preparation of the Fibre 

15 Canada Memorandum on the legal status| 14d. 

of North Americen Indians 


| 
= 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a.result..of their deliberations the-Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference, In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics ; ‘Matters relating to’ Foreign’ and Colonial Tariffs; Eaciwse and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses ;. Foreiyn and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Oolonial Bounties ; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &e. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of| reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of. personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” ‘is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 2}d, 


